A few years ago in my study of the formative organ of tooth tissue, I arrived at the conclusion that the dental pulp is variable in its functions, and wholly peculiar in its workings; and that the hard structure which it builds, usually regarded peculiar, is peculiar in a more important sense than is usually considered. I came to the conclusion that the pulp is not at all periods in the life of an individual of equal importance as related to the other tooth tissuee, and that the argument for the preservation of the pulp, based on its necessity as an organ of nutrition, is only applicable to the earlier periods of life, and that if it ever has a nutritive function as regards the hard tissue, it wholly ceases in after-life throughout the larger area of the tooth structure?that the generally received opinion that the hard tissue of the teeth is amenable to the law of waste and replacement of its elements is based wholly on analogy, and is without other foundation. On the other hand I consider the fact that it is not subject to the general law of organic structures in regard to waste and nutrition constitutes the chief peculiarity of fully formed dentine.
I therefore came to the conclusion that the loss of the pulp is Let us now consider the operation of filling. Any root that will permit the passage of a broach of any size through the canal to the apex is in condition to fill, needing only to enlarge the entrance to the root, so as not to consume too much time in repeated efforts to find it. The broach should pass readily in and out.
The difficulty of the extirpation of the pulp is only second to the difficulty of filling the roots in the molar teeth. All agree that certainty of success can only be gained by filling the root canals thoroughly with some impervious and insoluble material; and the absolute necessity in the case is that the canal shall be thoroughly closed at the apex. It is not ordinarily difficult to fill that half nearest the pulp chamber. But this is of comparatively little importance when the apical end of the canal is thoroughly filled. It is therefore evident that any method of filling which does not with certainty reach the apex is defective, and that which offers the fairest certainty of doing this is the best.
"Will the filling materials in general use, with the method of using them, accomplish the purpose in the class of roots we are now considering?
While gold and tin may be successfully manipulated in the round straight roots and in some of the bicuspids, I consider it an impossibility to fill with these metals the flattened and curved roots of the molars. 
